
Part II of a series

Last week we learned that
John and Jane Wolf and their six
children were the first family to
settle on the property that
became Maplelawn Farmstead.
In 1900, the Wolf heirs sold the
80-acre parcel of land to Alfred
Elroy Scott.

Scott’s ancestors were Boone
County farmers, beginning with
his grandfather, Alexander
Scott, who settled with his
young wife, the former Mary
Jane Fultz, on a farm near the
present site of Whitestown. The
eldest of their nine children was
Silas, born in 1843. Silas and his
wife, Margaret Harmon Scott,
were Alfred Elroy’s parents.

The younger Scott, legally
known as Alfred E., but often
called Elroy, and his wife Elmira
Elizabeth Moore, had been mar-
ried four years when they pur-
chased the 80 acres originally
settled by the Wolf family. 

Elroy was born near
Whitestown on Jan. 6, 1863,
while Elmira, also a native of
Boone County, was born near
Zionsville on June 23, 1864.
They became the parents of
three children: Ernest, born in
1886, before his parents
acquired Maplelawn;  Fairy,
born in 1892, and Merle in
1893, knew Maplelawn as the
place of their birth.

Elroy’s father, Silas Scott, rec-
ognized the importance of
investing in land and was able,
in 1907, to present warranty
deeds for 80-acre farms to each
of his three living children: Mrs.
Charles Gochenour, Alfred
Elroy and William. He also
planned to provide another 80
acres to the children of his
deceased daughter, according to
an article in The Lebanon
Pioneer edition of Sept. 12,
1907. It was reported that these
gifts would still leave him in
possession of 196 acres.

With this generous gift from
his father, Alfred Elroy Scott
owned at least 160 acres of
Boone County farmland by the
age of 44.

Maplelawn was a festive place
in 1914, with activities preced-
ing and including the marriage
of the Scott’s only daughter.  It
all began with this report in the

Oct. 15, 1914, edition of The
Zionsville Times, edited only to
break the copy into shorter para-
graphs:

“Miss Fairy R. Scott delight-
fully entertained 15 of her girl
friends Friday afternoon at the
home of her parents, Mr. and
Mrs. A. E. Scott, at Maplelawn
farm. While light refreshments
were being served in the dining
room, little Miss Devota Scott,
niece of Miss Fairy, entered the
room with a small bird which
had tied around its beak a note
announcing the engagement and
approaching marriage of Miss
Scott and Ralph H. Lee in
November. The rooms were dec-
orated throughout with dahlias
and ferns.

“The guests were Misses
Bessie Brock, Ruby Tilton, Ruth
Neidlinger, Elsie Henley, Cleo
Kepple, Lessie Small, Elizabeth
and Hazel Moore, Cleo
Kinnaman, Ethel Klingensmith,
Tressie Henley, Hazel Beeler,
Helen Carter, Mrs. Bernice
Brock Phillippi, Mrs. Ruth
Gochenhour Thompson.

“The bride-to-be received
many congratulations and best
wishes for the future.”

Then came the showers (also
reported in the local paper):

“The Misses Minnie and
Bessie Brock entertained at their
beautiful country home,
Plainview, Wednesday after-
noon, in honor of the brides-to-
be, Misses Fairy Scott and Hazel
Beelar.

“In spite of the gloomy day
and steady downpour of rain,
twenty-two guests arrived with
smiling, happy faces, so, for the
brides-to-be, the sun shown hap-
pily within.

“Aside from the one contest,
consisting of guesses of ‘What
should be in a brides kitchen,’
the afternoon was spent with
singing by the girls and gay
laughter and chattering by all
present. They were called to the
beautifully decorated dining

room at 4 o’clock, where the
brides-to-be lead the others.

“The tables were decorated in
blue and yellow, the center piece
consisting of a large heart of yel-
low dahlias fringed with ferns.
Large bouquets of dahlias were
in each of the downstair rooms.

“The ice cream was served in
heart-shaped cups of yellow.
The favors were gold hearts tied
in blue. Bursts of laughter were
heard when Miss Helen Carter
found the wedding ring and
Miss Eloise Essex the thimble in
their cake.

“After all had enjoyed the
bountiful ‘feed’ of ice cream and
angel food cake, the hostesses
brought forth a heavy laden
clothes basket, telling the
brides-to be to see what they
could find.

“The kitchen shower bursted
forth with everything, from a
mop to a mouse trap. Aluminum
utensils, granite ware pans,
cups, spoons, cake turners, pie
pans, stew kettles and most
everything and everything; but,
alas! no rolling pin, but someone
wisely suggested that a mop
might be substituted as a
‘weapon of defense.’

“The bride girls thanked their
many friends, and all left, wish-
ing them many, many happy
days.”

Two more parties were held in
honor of Fairy. The first, a mis-
cellaneous shower, was given by
Ethel Hauser Scott, wife of
Fairy’s brother Ernest. She invit-
ed 30 guests to her home east of
Whitestown, serving them
refreshments of fruit salad with
“real whipped cream” and angel
food cake. 

The final party, a reception,
was given by the bride’s aunt,
Mrs. C.A. Gochenour, and her
daughter, Ruth Thompson, who

decorated with autumn leaves. 
According to the newspaper

account, printed on Nov. 12,
“The main feature of the after-
noon was when little Miss Rlou
Gochenour descended the stairs
dressed as Dan Cupid, entered
the drawing room and led the
bride-to-be to the dining room,
where she found a shower of
beautiful gifts hidden amidst a
shower of autumn leaves.

“Refreshments of brick ice
cream and cake were served.
The favors were miniature horse
shoes.”

Next week Maplelawn
Farmstead hosts a wedding.

Editor’s note: Joan Lyons is a
member of the Zionsville
Historical Society’s committee
to preserve the Maplelawn
Farmstead. 
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Ponti and Nagy to wed

Dick Ponti of Zionsville
announces the engagement
of his daughter, Susanne
Ponti of Denver, to Dan
Nagy of Denver. He is the
son of Doug and Kathy
Nagy of West Chicago, Ill.

The bride-elect is a 1992
graduate of Zionsville
Community High School
and a 1996 graduate of
Purdue University, where
she earned her bachelor of
science degree in exercise
physiology. She is
employed as a pharmaceu-
tical sales representative in
the Denver area for Pfizer, Inc.

The groom-elect is a 1992 graduate of Glenbard West High
School in Glen Ellyn, Ill. He is a 1996 graduate of Denver
University, where he earned his bachelor of science degree in busi-
ness management. He attended college on a baseball scholarship.
He is in the home building and remodeling business.

The couple plans an Aug. 30 wedding at St. Francis of the Fields
Church in Zionsville followed by a reception at the Columbia Club
in Indianapolis.

Photo submitted

Miss Fairy Rose Scott  

Susanne Ponti and Dan Nagy

2003
Hamilton County 
Golf Classic
benefiting the
Arthritis Foundation 
of Indiana

��� Attention Golfers! ���

September 10
Bear Slide Golf Club
Cicero, Indiana
Registration: 11:30am • Shotgun Start: 1:30pm 
Format: Scramble

(36) Foursomes
$110 per person or $440 a foursome

Includes golf, cart, access to driving range and
putting green, prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place
finishers, buffet dinner, beverages, various prize
giveaways, games and contests.

• foursome in the tournament
• four dinner tickets
• logo in pre-event advertising
• logo in event program
• logo on signage at designated hole
• opportunity for company representatives at designated hole to provide   

company information, samples and interacting with players
• logo in post tournament Arthritis Foundation ad in the Highflyer
• quarter page color ad in Highflyer any month Sept.-Dec. 2003

Birdie Sponsors - $600

• logo on signage at designated hole
• logo in event program
• logo in pre-event advertising
• opportunity for company representatives at designated hole to provide   

company information, samples and interacting with players
• logo in post tournament Arthritis Foundation ad in the Highflyer

Hole Sponsorships (18) - $200

For more information call Linna Caldemone at (317) 848-9495 ext. 1205

I would like to participate in the Golf Classic

Individual ($110)

Name:

Phone:

Foursome ($440)

Name:
Phone:
Name:
Phone:
Name:
Phone:
Name:
Phone:

Please fill out this form
and send a check,
money order or 
credit card info to: 
Golf Classic
Attn: Linna Caldemone
535 W. Carmel Dr.
Carmel, IN 46032

You will be contacted 
prior to golf classic 
with further details.

Presented by:

SENIORS UNLIMITED, Inc.
“Solutions for Better Aging”

Register Online!
www.high-flyer.com

Now Enrolling Preschool 
and Kindergarten

3’s, 4’s, Transitional K, and K
Five Day Options: Half day or Full Day

3’s and 4’s
2 Day Option: Tuesday/Thursday (2 1⁄2 hrs.)

3 Day Option: Mon/Wed/Fri (2 1⁄2 hrs.)

Please call for a tour or more information.   
733-3000

3795 South U.S. 421
Zionsville, IN 46077

www.interactiveacademy.org

540 RANSDELL RD., LEBANON • (765) 482-4222

Super Summer SavingsSuper Summer Savings
on KraftMaid Cabinets &

Solid-Surface Countertops
including:

Corian, Gibraltar, Staron,
Formica, Avonite

Residential and Commercial

CLICK ON
www.timessentinel.com


