Photo submitted

It was August, 1939, before this snapshot of Alyce Scott Bradley
was taken in her wedding dress, first worn the previous Feb. 24. This
would have made a lovely color shot, had color photography been
possible at that time, for her sheer alpaca dress was fuchsia in color.

Maplelawn Farmstead: Charivari
fun dimmed by Lebanon police

Part VIII of a series

A receipt for $6.50, dated June
28, 1938, written to Lester Bradley
and bearing the signature of
Edmund Conner, Justice of the
Peace, commemorates a night to
remember in Alyce Scott’s scrap-
book.

Pasted alongside are two clip-
pings from the Lebanon Reporter,
one from Minor Court Notes and
the other a letter to the editor. They
tell the story.

The report states: “Six drivers,
members of a charivari party from
Whitestown and community,
protestingly paid fines of $6.50 each
in Squire Edmund Conner’s Court
Tuesday night, charged with failing
to stop their cars on entering Road
52 from Road 32. City Patrolmen
Chaille and McColley made the
arrests. The drivers were L.D.
Jackson, Lester Bradley, Ernest
Essex, Wayne Cragun, Lloyd
Cragun and John D. Dulin.”

The letter, written by Alyce’s
mother, Celestia J. Scott, offers
another side to the story.

“Editor Reporter:

“Taking a newly-married couple
for a ride, a group of young people,
most of them members of a Mts.
Run Sunday School class, accom-
panied by chaperones of which I
was one, motored to Lebanon about
10 o’clock Tuesday night, June 28.
The party, consisting of 35 persons
riding in seven cars, entered the city
from the east on State Road 32,
stopped, and entered Road 52, and
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continued toward the downtown
district only to be halted by city
police, jerked up in court and
ordered to plead guilty to disobey-
ing a traffic law, and each driver
fined $6.50.

“We were told we could plead
not guilty and stand trial but that
would cost us $25 or more. Thus,
indignant, but not being possessed
of a large amount of cash, and
knowing the procedure of a court in
such cases when an officer’s word
is accepted before a citizen’s, six of
our drivers brought into court
pleaded guilty to a lie and payed the
fines.

“Now, will someone tell us, are
we justified in telling a lie? Our
party was not a bunch of hoodlums,
but a group of the finest boys and
girls of our community, practically
all of them members of a Sunday
School class who were out to have
a little wholesome fun. Bystanders
informed us that another group of
charivariers were running stop
lights in Lebanon earlier in the
evening, but when we inquired of
the police if that were true the offi-
cers denied even knowing of their
presence in town.”

Alyce, too, recorded the event in

her diary: “We all chivaried Dora &
Virginia & got arrested $6.50 spent
part of the night in the Justice of
Peace office.”

Around this time (1938), Alyce’s
scrapbook contained several news-
paper clippings about showers and
weddings of her friends and rela-
tives. Unfortunately the papers
were not identified nor were dates
included for all of the events.

One clipping that did bear a date
was this one, under the headline
“Bradley-Scott Nuptials Read” and
the sub-head “Wedding solemnized
at Mulberry.”

“Whitestown, Feb. 25 (1939).-
Mr. and Mrs. Merl Scott announce
the marriage of their daughter
Alyce Anita to Lester E. Bradley,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Omer Bradley
of Lebanon route 2.

“The ceremony took place at
seven o’clock, Friday evening (Feb.
24), at the Methodist Episcopal par-
sonage in Mulberry with the Rev.
Ernest F. Prevo officiating. The only
attendants were Miss Virginia West
and Maurice Bradley. The bride’s
gown was fuchsia-colored sheer
alpaca with azure blue accessories.
She wore a wrist corsage of sweet-
peas. Miss West wore American
beauty taffeta trimmed in blue
sequins. Her corsage was white car-
nations.

“Mrs. Bradley was a graduate of
the Whitestown high school with
the class of 1936. She attended the
Methodist School of Nursing for
some time.

“Mr. Bradley was graduated
from the Lebanon high school with
the class of 1935.

“The young couple left immedi-
ately following the ceremony for a
short wedding trip. They will be at
home after March 1 with the
bride’s parents, near Whitestown.”

Two showers were given,
according to the undated newspa-
per clippings, sometime after the
wedding. One was given by Miss
Virginia West who used figures of
a bride and groom as decoration.
The bride’s colors were carried out
in blue cellophane-wrapped mints,
tied with fuchsia ribbon and an
artificial fuchsia. Twenty-eight
guests were present.

The other party was a kitchen
shower given by the 3F club at the
Omer Bradley home. Gifts were
kitchen utensils in red and white,
colors chosen by the bride. Guests
numbered over 26, and included
couples and their children (in some
cases not identified beyond the ref-
erence to “and children”).

The event was a ‘“‘cooperative
dinner” at a long table decorated
with bouquets of spring flowers.
The centerpiece was a large
angelfood cake trimmed with pink
rosebuds.

Next week: Tractors for two and
combines, too.

Editors note: Joan Lyons is a
member  of the Zionsville
Historical Society’s committee to
preserve the Maplelawn
Farmstead.



