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Lester and Alyce Scott Bradley

began their married life at
Scotland, the farm at the corner
of County Roads 200 South and
575 East, where Alyce grew up.
But it is what happened in 1942
that ordained their future.

You will recall that Alyce’s
grandfather, Alfred Elroy Scott
owned Maplelawn, now at the
corner of C.R. 650 East and
Whitestown Road. He had pur-
chased the property in 1900 from
the heirs of John Wolf, original
owner of the land. The sudden
deaths of Elroy in March, 1942,
and his youngest son, Merle
(Alyce’s father), the following
July, brought about major
changes in ownership of
Maplelawn. It was 1945 before
the elder Scott’s estate was set-
tled and Lester, Alyce and her
recently widowed mother,
Celestia, moved to the farmstead.

Recently, I spoke with Ed
Shortz, who began working with
Lester Bradley over 20 years ago,
to learn something about the ani-
mals and crops that were raised at
the Maplelawn Farmstead as we
know it today.  When he began,
Ed held a full-time job, and
worked for the Bradleys after
work and on weekends.

As the years went by, Ed found
himself spending more and more
hours on the farm until, in 1997,
Lester and he became partners in
Maplelawn Farms, LLC. At the
peak of the operation they were
farming over 500 acres, includ-
ing Scotland.

When Ed came on the scene,
Alyce was working alongside
Lester in the fields. They had his
and her tractors and his and her
combines. In fact, when Ed
arrived in the late afternoon, he
was just in time to take over
Alyce’s tractor or combine so
she could go inside to prepare
supper.

At first they raised a little
wheat, mostly to feed the ani-
mals, but gradually that was
phased out and they rotated corn
and soybean crops in their fields.

But animals were also an
important part of the operation.
Before Ed worked for them, they
had a horse or two. “There are
two horse stalls in the
Maplelawn barn,” Ed notes, and
one of Alyce’s photo albums
holds a snapshot of a resident of

one of those stalls. Also, a scrap-
book contains a membership
card, in the name of Mrs. Lester
Bradley, in the Whitestown
Saddle Club and two ticket
stubs, one from the Boone
County Saddle Club “Spring
Roundup” on May 28, 1944, and
the other from a Whitestown
Saddle Club event on the follow-
ing July 30.

The Bradleys also raised reg-
istered Berkshire hogs before
Ed’s time, and registered
Shorthorns, according to the
History of Boone County,
Indiana, compiled by the Boone
County Historical Society and
Friends in 1984. They had been
dairy farmers for the first 17
years of their marriage. Since
they were married in 1939, this
would indicate they had been
dairy farming at Scotland and
had moved that operation to
Maplelawn in 1945. The barn on
the east side of the farm lot, fac-
ing west, is the dairy barn.

After Ed’s arrival, sheep
moved in. “We had lambs every
year,” Ed recalls. “There were
goats, and always chickens.
Alyce loved birds.” She also had
peacocks, peahens, and guinea
fowl, he recalls.

“What about the goose
house?” we asked. “Was that
really used?”

“Yes,” he said, “that’s where
the geese laid their eggs.”

When Ed’s son, Mark, became
interested in 4-H, Alyce thought
it would be fun for him to have a
llama to show. The project went
so well that soon another llama
moved to Maplelawn, and then
another. And pretty soon a baby
llama joined the herd. 

As indicated by the foregoing,
Maplelawn was very much a
working farmstead. How hard
that work was is graphically con-
veyed in this poem that was past-
ed in one of Alyce Scott
Bradley’s many scrapbooks. She
didn’t identify the name or date
of the publication in which it
appeared and, since the newspa-
per from which it was clipped

asked the question, “Who wrote
this poem?” just under the title,
we can’t give you the name of the
poet, although he or she deserves
recognition.

DOWN ON THE FARM
Down on the farm ’bout half

past four
I slip on my pants and sneak

out of the door;
Out of the yard I run like the

dickens
To milk 10 cows and feed the

chickens,
Clean out the barn, curry

Nancy and Jiggs,
Separate the cream, and slop

the pigs,
Work 2 hours, then eat like a

Turk,
And, by heck, I’m ready for a

full day’s work!

Then I grease the wagon and
put on the rack,

Throw a jug of water in an old
grain sack,

Hitch up the horses, hustle
down the lane-

Must get the hay in, for it
looks like rain.

Look over yonder! Sure as
I’m born,

Cattle on the rampage and
cows in the corn!

Start across the medder, run a
mile or two,

Heaving like I’m wind-broke,
get wet clear through.

Get back to the horses, then
for recompense,

Nancy gets a-straddle of the
barbed-wire fence.

Joints all a-aching and mus-
cles in a jerk,

I’m fit as a fiddle for a full
day’s work!

Work all summer till winter is
nigh,

Then figure up the books and
heave a big sigh.

Worked all year, didn’t make
a thing;

Got less cash now than I had
last spring.

Now, some people tell us that
there ain’t no hell,

But they never farmed, so
how can they tell?

When spring rolls ‘round I
take another chance,

While the fringe grows longer
on my old grey pants,

Give my s’spenders a hitch,
my belt another jerk.

And, by heck, I’m ready for
another year’s work!

Editors note: Joan Lyons is a
member of the Zionsville
Historical Society’s committee
to preserve the Maplelawn
Farmstead. 

Maplelawn Farmstead: Tractors
for two and combines, too

Photo submitted

Rusty was an occupant of the Maplelawn barn, behind him, in this
1976 snapshot.
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Joan P. Lyons

ZIONSVILLE 
PHYSICAL THERAPY

77 Boone Village, Zionsville, IN 46077
(317) 873-2033

SPECIALIZING IN:

• Postsurgical
Rehabilitation

• Back and Neck 
• Rehabilitation

• Work Conditioning
• Pain Management

• Custom Foot Orthoses 
and Back Braces

Joe Santiesteban
PhD., PT

Ann Eessalu
PT

Miller and Marsh to wed
Chuck and Janell Miller of

Wichita, Kan., announce the
engagement of their daugh-
ter, Rhonda Jane Miller of
Carmel, to Andrew E. Marsh
of Indianapolis. He is the son
of Frank and Holly Marsh of
Zionsville.

The bride-elect graduated
from Terre Haute N. Vigo
High School in 1986. She
received her bachelor of sci-
ence degree in nursing in
1990 and her master in nurs-
ing degree in 1994, both
from Indiana University. She
works as a nurse practitioner
and is the owner of Integrative Health Specialists of Indiana.

The bridegroom-elect is a 1991 graduate of Zionsville
Community High School. He received his bachelor of science
degree in health administration/business in 1995 from Ohio
University and a master in health administration degree from
Indiana University in 1999. He is a senior administrator with
Physician Partners Group, a physician practice management com-
pany.

The couple plan an Oct. 4 wedding at Zionsville United
Methodist Church.

Lantz and Seery are married
Michelle Seery of

Zionsville and Kirby
Lantz of Columbus,
Ohio, were married
Saturday, May 17, at
St. Mary of the Sea in
Long Boat Key, Fla.
Father Pick officiated.

The couple had a
double ring ceremony.
The maid of honor was
Tina Laufter.
Bridesmaids were
Carolyn Seery and
Kelly Wilkins. The
best man was Loren
Stone. Groomsmen
were Ross Laufter
and John Wilkins. The
reception was held at
the Marie Selby Botanical Gardens in Sarasota, Fla.

The bride is the daughter of Michael and Susan Seery of Zionsville.
She is a 1987 graduate of Brebeuf Jesuit Preparatory School and a 1991
graduate of St. Mary’s Notre Dame. She works in sales for Expanets.

The groom is the son of Neil and Janet Lantz. He is a 1987 graduate
of Bexley High School and a 1991 graduate of Ohio University. He
works in sales at Altus Medical.

The couple traveled to Turks and Caicos for their honeymoon. They
live in Columbus, Ohio.

Hood and Schermerhorn are married

Emily Anne
Schermerhorn of
Kendallville and
Kevin Lee Hood of
Zionsville were mar-
ried Friday, Sept. 6,
2003, at Zionsville
United Methodist
Church.

The bride is the
daughter of Becky and
Larry Schermerhorn of
Kendallville. She is a
1993 graduate of East
Noble High School
in Kendallville, and
she received a bache-
lor of science degree
in criminal justice
from Ball State University in 1998 and her masters in social work from
Indiana University in 2001. She works for Comprehensive Mental
Health Services in Muncie.

The bridegroom is the son of Carol Shelburne and Darrell Hood of
Indianapolis. He is a 1993 graduate of Zionsville Community High
School and a 2000 graduate of Ball State University. He is employed by
B&H Industrial Products in Indianapolis.

The couple live in Fishers.
This notice is being reprinted due to a Times Sentinel error.

Sean Kelly Minard and Heather Angel Clark, both of Lebanon.
David Joseph Fries and Jennifer L. Patton, both of Zionsville.
Grant Christian Cartrell and Victoria Santoni, both of Zionsville.
William Thomas Lyons, Brownsburg, and Melinda Lynn Brantly,

Whitestown.
Benjamin James West and Andrea Denise Akins, both of Lebanon.
Jason Scott Baldwin and Desiree Nora McClanahan, both of

Lebanon.
Scott Alan Henson and Amanda Pauline Reagan, both of Jamestown.
Christopher J. Burcham and Amanda Marie Batts, both of Lebanon.
James C. Troyer and Denise Ann Rolland, both of Zionsville.
Richard Harold Swick and Lindy Lorene Wethington, both of

Thorntown.
Dennis Earl Threlkeld and Tanny Jo Clements, both of Thorntown.
John Robert Riner and Kathryn Jean Barker, both of Jamestown.
Dustin Troy Dawson and Lisa Ellen Mohr, both of Lebanon.
Jessie Wayne Baker and Elizabeth Ann Minor, both of Lebanon.
Daniel A. Nagy and Susanne Marie Ponti, both of Denver.
Matthew David Burks, Brownsburg, and Megan Sue Roseboom,

Lebanon.
Francis Michael Cline and Debra Linn Burns, both of Whitestown.
Brian Keith Bowman and Candy Sue Forester, both of Lebanon.
Jeffrey Alan Latham and Reanon Kae Kincaid, both of Lebanon.

ENGAGEMENT

Kirby Lantz and Michelle Seery

Kevin Hood and Emily Schermerhorn

317-299-5555
5336 Pike Plaza
(Across from Meijer)

Go to www.donsisk.com for a complete inventory of new and used cars and trucks

Cars
91 Olds Regency Elite
Blue, Loaded, Only 75K  #B4017A .................$5,995

01 Chevy Prizm
Silver, Alloys, AC, 19K  #A3119A ...................$7,995

99 Bonneville SE
White, Loaded, Chrome Wheels #B3173A ........$8,995

01 Cavalier Coupe
Red, Sunroof, CD, A/C, Auto #A3078A .............$8,995

01 Buick Century
Blue, Loaded, Clean #B3196A .........................$9,995

99 Buick LeSabre LTD
Blue, Full Power, Leather, Loaded #B3342A......$10,995

00 Grand Prix GT Sedan
Red, Loaded, Alloys  #P1032 ......................$13,995

99 Olds Intrigue GLS
Black, Leather, Roof  #P1021A.......................$13,995

02 Olds Alero Sedan
Spoiler, V6, CD  #P987..................................$13,995

00 Olds Intrigue GL
Maroon, Lthr, Chrome Wheels  #P979........$13,995

02 Pontiac Grand Prix SE
Bronze, Cloth, Alloys  #P977..........................$11,995

01 Cadillac Catera
Burgandy, Chrome, Sunroof, Warr.  #P1002.....$17,995

01 Olds Aurora 
V8, Blue, Chrome, Roof  #P1027..................$18,995

00 Buick Park Ave
Ultra, Pearl, Lthr, Roof, Chrome  #P1013.........$19,995

00 Bonneville SSEI
Silver, Sunroof, Chrome, Loaded #P1033 ..........$19,995

SUVs, Trucks & Vans
00 Chevy S-10
Black, X-Cab, Step Side,  #A3695A.................$11,995

99 GMC Sonoma X-Cab
Pewter, Stepside, V-6, 14K  #T3412A...........$12,995

00 Dodge Grand Caravan 
Green, Alloys, Full Power  #P1026...............$14,995

02 GMC Envoy 4x4
Alloys, CD, Full Power  #P1029......................$24,995

01 GMC Sierra Ext. Cab
4x4, 271 Pkg, Lthr  #P1010............................$24,995

Used Car and Truck SPECIALS

CREDIT PROBLEMS?
OUR CERTIFIED CREDIT SPECIALIST IS STANDING BY 

FOR YOUR CALL. SO CALL NOW FOR FAST APPROVAL.
NO CREDIT APPLICATION REFUSED!

The Drums Say…
Go West and SAVE
The Drums Say…
Go West and SAVE�
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5336 PIKE PLAZA ROAD, ACROSS FROM MEIJER

*Lease includes all rebates, 12K miles/year, 24 months. Tax, title and fees extra. $1821 due at signing.
With approved credit. **GM Employees see dealer for details. $1428 due at signing. Ends September 30th.

Totally Reborn 2004 Pontiac Grand Prix GT1The ALL 

NEW

$209/mo LEASE

GM Employees
$179/mo LEASE

*
**

• Anti-lock Brakes
• Traction System
• 6-way Power Seat
• 5-spoke Aluminum Wheels

$209 $179

2003 CLEARANCE SALE!

Stk#A4025

MARRIAGE LICENSES

M o l l y  i n  C h o c o l a t  -  N e w  f o r  F a l l  2 0 0 3

20% off
all Vera Bradley at 
Brown's On Main

Trunk Show

September 
19th & 20th
10 am - 5pm

98 S. Main St,
Zionsville

317-733-0087
www.BrownsOn5th.com

Jennifer Presley and Michael Anthony


